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The adventures of Small Fry who travelled from  
Rose Grove to Manchester & back.

Rose Grove engine shed was once home to lots of steam engines which worked local lines 
delivering goods and passengers all over East Lancashire and beyond. The water used 
to fill up the water tanks of the steam engines was drawn from the nearby Leeds and 
Liverpool canal which ran alongside the rear of the engine shed. When the engines were 
sent away to Crewe Locomotive Works for repair it was said that the men who worked at 
Crewe could tell that the engine came from Rose Grove because when they came to drain 
the engine tanks they were full of sticklebacks which had been sucked in with the water 
from the canal. 

This story tells of the adventures of one such stickleback, called Small Fry, who found 
himself sucked from the canal into an engines water tank and describes the characters he 
met whilst travelling from Rose Grove to Manchester Victoria via the Todmorden Curve.
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